Village of Mapleton
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MEETING
Wednesday, December 14, 2022

6:00 p.m.
This meeting to be recorded.
1) Call to Order at 6:04 pm by clerk, Patricia Briggs -\\
2) Roll Call

3)
4)

5)

6)

7

Present: Trustees: Diana Merritt, Harvey Stidham, Andrew Wallen,and Sa ra ambo§\hbsent Bil}
Hodges and Rodney Smith and Mayor, Liz Rench. Also in attendaf/g Clerk P cia Brlg easurer,
Rhonda Hodges and Attorney, Lane Alster. C, \

Sarah Wambold made a motion to appoint Andrew Wallen a\\t}mporaqchalr Seconcl by,Béna Merritt.

Viva voce vote was unanimous. No nays. Motion pass d.\
\/

I *
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag ( \ \\x

Approval of Minutes
Minutes from regular Boar?\ﬂggt\ngoveQber 9, 2022\\
Sarah Wambold made a mbtidn to approve thg!Ninutes form the November 9, 2022 board meeting
and was seconded by Harvey\Stldham \}lva voce: vgsx_via/ Jmammous No nays. Motion passed.

Approval of Biils and@or@b:@ence @Q%v\"fnhﬁs«,.zozz ~ December 1, 2022

Sarah Wambold madeg’inption to’ approvg he Bllls"‘“& Correspondence from November 9, 2022 to
December 14 /2mnd was si})ndéd by Ham\y Stidham. Viva voce vote was unanimous. No nays.
Motion pas{éd

L)
)

)
Approval of Tr;;‘s?u\brp,s’helhort \ \P
Sarah \'ﬁambold made. Qmotlon to approve the Treasurer’s Report and was seconded by Harvey Stidham.
A
Viva voce vote«tivas,unammous No nays. Motion passed.
\\ X JQ:\\
Public Comment's" e

Residents who :sh to speak should raise their hands to be recognized. All comments should be
pertinent to :tems}n the agenda and shall be limited to three (3) minutes.

Russ Rumbold — Audit
Russ went through several pages of the audit and explained the findings. A copy of the audit is

available on the website or in the office.

9) Old Business

a. CUSI payment portal addition to water software
Clerk said there have been 13 responses for the update and 9 against. She stated that there appeared



b.

to have been a misunderstanding by some of the residents, who thought they would only be able to
get their bill and make payment through the portal. Since water bill payments are still coming in the
board thought it would be best to table this decision until the January meeting. Clerk will put a better
explanation on the January 1, 2023, newsletter to clear up some of the misunderstandings. Andrew
stated that it will cost about $4 per resident to utilize the new portal. He also questioned whether the
rates quoted will still be good after the January meeting. Clerk will contact the CUSI sales manager

to make sure the rates will be extended.

Splash Pad at Butler Haynes k:

Clerk stated she had not received any additional information fy, th‘tt rk district ah ut estimated

gallons of usage. Harvey explained that we want to make s zzlt won't ove helm ourwi?ater system.
kS .

A discussion followed regarding changing the mdustrla‘i\& es te\e y@bver replacu \Ig} Umps and
equipment that are supporting the industries, as otherwise:it W|IIT ll!ﬁ'rr: the village. & e;'pumps are
very expensive, and we should be looking at a 1“0\15 -year mvéstment*:\:epla/n’g?them before they
fail. Everyone expressed the approval to,change the\water rat for the mq\ strjes, but no one know
exactly how it should be changed, as fa as*rates\Sarah will foI%‘N-up with Rural Water to see if they
have further insight since we have not ecelved a fmgf‘r port fro \ch ir investigation into village water

rates. \\ \ .
Metal detector or line det ,.eé}pnent Elawey \

Harvey explained that;Billjs having prgb ems Iocatmghwéjgyrlmes He has checked into ground
penetrating radar, «b it cla\l\%goe own'about-4”. Most systems look for metal and a lot of our pipes
are plastic. Our cla\i/w\?t SO\T'”I ﬁ"*alsc: a L\eterrent to‘?'nost technology. He will do additional follow-up.
Rhonda state‘d‘that tl\'l‘ey heve iood maps\Br the lines on Monk’s Lane, but the others are very old and
maccurat‘g \It was- sﬁgge?’ced tHat maybe Wall?er Excavating might have maps from all the work they

~
have done ln‘the wllage Harvgir@\lso suggested asking Walker about what the best technology is for

jtating linesy m« } ~c\ )
e S
?\hm"‘w . \u‘

10) Commlrgie Repo“rts {No ?ngt;\ns can be made during reports)

a)

b)

FmancemCom%ttee Anﬁrew Wallen
S
Andrew sald -he would present the audit as his report. Rhonda thanked everyone for paying attention

to the detalls%\hat the auditor shared.

Health & Water — Bill Hodges
Water Clerk shared the percentage of loss for the past year and stated they were very scary numbers.

There have been obvious problems with the tower overflowing and a major leak, but it appears there
may be additional leaks that have not been identified. Tony Alwood stated that Rural Water has
equipment that can be used to detect leaks and they will be contacted for information.



Clerk also explained that there are anomalies showing up between the Wi-Fi meter readings and the
30-day reads. Harvey explained that some of the flow meters in the water meters may be going bad.
Alice Dailey questioned why the bill for her old house is showing 0 usage when she goes to the house

several times a week and runs water. Clerk said she will check on it.

Clerk also explained that village used to do a physical read of all meters at least once a year. This
requires someone doing the Wi-Fi readings and then immediately going5ack: to\he meters and getting
a physical reading from the meter. This would give us more detail u(pr hy the are discrepancies and
if meters need to be replaced. Diana added that she will go W|t/}he % reader this'month and they

AN

will do both the WI-FI and a physical read for comparison.

¢) Streets & Alleys — Rodney Smith
Clerk pointing out what was available in MFT funds and thox

work on when it warms up next year.

p .
d) Zoning and Code Enforcement — Dlangémtt &\\

Diana explained that she had bo'iﬁf at’t e re5|dences at Mayor Rench brought up at the November
board meeting that were in vs’gfatlo_n of ¢ dE‘s. She didn’t\Pelieve any of them {except one)
necessitated a letter. She s‘ai{iuthe camper onEitst Street is DOt in the street so she would not ask that

e SPEAE

She also said she- hagﬁmeon% thaQWould"‘torQ‘ebaround and pick up water heaters, junk metal, etc.
There was some quéstnon abo what I-té‘would and%ou!d not pick up, which included refrigerators
and possibly au"\c‘mdltlo\\ag‘s i he will get\]‘anficatlon and we will set up a date and let residents know
through n{ewsletter\%hd th wéb51te when théy could put it out for pickup.

A letter will be sent tomihe res1de‘ht of the property on First Street that has items spilling out into the

Geetand creatmg@nunsance wnth e number of belongings on the property.

The?hou&% on Spnﬁ’g Street went through court and fines have been assigned. The house on Main and

Sprin \\A{as released as they are doing a good job of cleaning and making the property safer.

e) Lauor Ny 7 ,f“ \ N
Clerk shared qfl ér from thé State of lllinois Liquor Commission explaining that we should monitor the
placement of h‘ard mountain dew to make sure it wasn’t being confused with regular Mountain Dew.
Rhonda and Dlanakoth agreed to take a look at the situation to make sure they were in compliance.

it be moved. Paato s ~ N

11) Mayor’'s Report — Liz Rench
Not present



12) New Business

a) Audit
Sarah Wambold made a motion to accept the Audit report and was seconded by Diana Merritt. Viva
Voce vote was unanimous, no nays. The audit report was approved.

b) Intergovernmental Agreement for snow removal

Diana Merritt made a motion to accept the Intergovernmental Agreement with Hollis Township for
snow removal and was seconded by Harvey Stidham. Viva voce vote was’urran\us, no nays.
Agreement was approved. %

e} Ordinance 2022-12-14-01 Fuel Surcharge for Garbage i

Andrew asked why we have to have an ordinance evengtim e chang somegﬁ;‘q\ Att, A‘ley Alster
explained that we don’t necessarily have to have a new r‘t{:n "& rney Al exﬁrau{ed that we
could update our code (with an ordinance) that allows us ake cb\ ges to rates owwater and
garbage as the rates we are charged are changed o

Clerk stated she had a call from X- Wasterﬁ'é'ﬁt'ihg\to bidsWhen o\ﬁgarbag\eg‘ptract is up after 2024.

Clerk stated that as in the past, we wnll ‘seek };:Ffro any COI”Q\\Q ho wishes to make them. Alice

said she had spoken to the owner of X-Waste and they _(\Wlllmg tg{ﬁ very competitive in their bid.
fx <

\

d) Credit to water/garbage ac ourfts fro\ARP Funds
Rhonda questioned |f we wanted‘to pa s on anotf\l\r-credlt tc) water/garbage customers. The board felt
that there are too m .ezc nses to consxder:that at th|s~ti‘r'1:ne

e} Plan for ARP Fund§\‘"“ N h } ‘\ “‘m
A discussion followe\c! ab ut what we could‘spend the money on, and it was decided that submitting the
invoices from Brittémand I(er Excavating’ fér all the work on the tower and fixing leaks should be

relmbursed to \Q‘/“ater\%hnch would open up funds for other things.
g“ i L

{""" \*«,-'. : \\\\)

\ K
e} Do\natloﬁ“to Kingston Mmes Easter Egg Hunt (Liz)
Dlana 30 erntt made a mc\itlon that we give Kingston Mines a donation the same as last year (5200) and
was seconde/d/g)yHarvey Stl?‘.lham Viva voce vote was unanimous. No nays. $200 will be donated to
Kingston Mjna\esf‘for th&*Easter Egg Hunt.

f) Farm animals gomplalnt
Clerk explaine?i\t at she has complaints about people having farm animals in the village beyond the
limits approved, which included goats. There was discussion about how much land people should have
to have chickens and other animals. There was a question if it could be limited to people who had a
certain acreage but that would show a lot of favoritism to the residents at the top of the village who
have more land.
Diana stated that she had looked at the municipal code and couldn’t find anything. Clerk found the
section in the municipal code and read it. It clearly states that only five (5) chickens and no roosters or



four (4) rabbits can be had. No pigs, cows, goats, or other farm animals are allowed. There are also
specific requirements for where pens can be placed on property and what housing for those animals
would look like.

Andrew stated that the description of zoning ordinances is not pick and choose. All ordinances are to
be enforced. If we don’t believe in them, they should be changed. Diana stated she will take on a

project to investigate this matter.

g) Committee Meetings {Having only when discussion is needed} d/‘ \
After a brief discussion it was agreed to leave the meetings as sche lemca Jbe canceled if no
one has anything to discuss. Committees can also set up mee m”’swhenever they have\a need by
letting the clerk know so the meeting date and time can be,,p,o%d 48 hours,jh,

h) Holiday Decorations (tree, wreath, decorations)
Clerk explained that the village tree is very old aﬁ’d eeds \\ |red Iong with-a lot of the
decorations and asked if a new tree could be purcﬁ‘as d%when y arWhe board agreed on a

L1
budget up to $300 for a tree and new de'c /;atlonsi\\\

13) Executive Session (If needed) pursuant to Se\étlon 2(c)(1) éf the Open e)etlngs Act for purposes of
discussing the employment, dis¢ lpllne; erformance, or d:smi\sal of specific employees of the Village.
Requested by Mayor Rench. Mayor Renc)h‘was no\“pr_?itiljt 0 this was cancelled.

14) Announcements (\ . \\:\\ \\}

p— \1“‘\ \ } \\
=, Ay S

15) Additional Bumness fany < W
Andrew sharéd hat the‘?}ater cle( was told by the mayor that she should not be meeting people after
hours to take appl\a‘g\gns gnd deposnt Clerk explained that she doesn’t mind because her hours are very
shortxan eople wht WOrk can’t a]ways make it in during those hours, Rhonda stated that Bill said he has
no pro Lé W|\h\her meel:\ng people after hours, as people work and can’t come in. As long as the clerk

"}"‘g anH:thawatenEhaw and the board don’t mind then it is fine.

doesn’t
Clerk explalnéd to the Zoning chair and the board that the mayor had expected letters to go out to the
residents she brotight up at the last board meeting who she felt were in violation. Clerk explained that she
doesn’t generate ie;’:ters unless asked by the Zoning committee. A short discussion followed, and it was
felt that the Zoning committee should investigate complaints and follow up and that the Board should vote
to compel the committee to send letters when necessary.

It was also explained that if anyone has a complaint about a specific area, such as zoning or water, they
should take it to the chair. If there is resistance, then put it on the agenda for the next board meeting.



A specific incident was brought up where a resident was told they were being approached about a possible
violation at the request of the zoning chair, which was not true. Attorney Alster stated that all these
things should be brought up in an open meeting, not an executive session, as the public has a right to hear
about these things. There is an exclusive list of things you talk about in an executive session, and the
things being discussed should be done in an open meeting, not executive session.

Any trustee who has a complaint can request that it be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

16) Adjourn Open Session ﬁ )

#

Andrew Wallen made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Diana IVé‘Kr-ritt. Vi\v:}c vote was
unanimous, no nays. Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm. \ *

DMabiecar . B

Meeting recorded and transcribed by clerk, Patricia Briggs.
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